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Hello from the Founders of Dismantle Magazine!
Who We Are
Dismantle is a magazine, an education site, and a community for understanding fashion, pop culture and
social change. We publish essays and other work that uses narrative and creative nonfiction methods to
bring engaging critical analyses of fashion, culture, and politics to the world.
What We Do
We aim to build bridges connecting academic and public cultural studies through articles, workshops,
courses, a Patreon community and more. We offer opportunities for scholars, writers, activists, artists, and
professionals to develop and publish their writing in a supportive, collaborative environment. And we pay
for published work!
We also recently launched Dismantle Education, which offers online courses and supplementary learning
materials. Dismantle Education is brand new, and we’ll be adding more content, including webinars and
other live events, in 2022.
In addition to our online resources, we’ve turned the skills we built as Dismantle Magazine editors into a
writing coaching and consulting business, where we assist scholars and professionals with in-depth writing
development, translating their work for different audiences, and supporting new ways to express ideas. To
get a taste of what we do here, check out our self-paced professional development course, Your Public
Voice (see flyer for details).
How to Get Involved
● Write for us See how by clicking on “Pitch Us” in the “About” section of our
website (Dismantlemag.com/dismantle-submission-guideliness)
● Join our Patreon community You can do so for as little as $15/year if you sign up
between now and January 1, 2022. All members get access to our full magazine
archive and stay in the loop when new articles go up.
● Use and share our stuff! Our content is great in the classroom and for personal
and professional growth. Our ever-expanding library of Dismantle Magazine and
Dismantle Education materials means that you’ll likely find an article, learning
activity, or full-blown course you can use for teaching and learning.
Please enjoy the enclosed treats and post fliers in common spaces (office doors, copy rooms, campus
lounges, your favorite coffee shop, etc.). If you like what we’re doing, we’d also love for you to follow us on
social media and tell your friends and colleagues about us! Thanks so much for helping us grow.
Sincerely,
Sara Tatyana Bernstein, PhD
Elise M Chatelain, PhD

Contact us at dismantlemedia@gmail.com
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Our Story
When we were working towards our PhDs in Cultural Studies at UC Davis, we had this unusual habit of
collaborating on all of our projects, always looking for ways to move from ideas to action. One beloved
feminist theory professor dubbed us the “endearing oddballs” of her seminar because we insisted on doing
everything together, and—err—creatively interpreting our assignments. Case in point: we still have the
draft of our pilot for My Feminist Mom, a sitcom about the challenges and possibilities of living in an
intergenerational feminist household. We even wrote a Le Tigre-inspired theme song for it.
Upon earning our doctorates and beginning to teach we quickly learned a few things: 1. We loved working
as educators; 2. We were passionate about the potential for critical studies in the arts, humanities, and
social sciences to produce real social change; and 3. We would always be oddballs in academia.
So we started imagining different ways to do cultural studies—ways that would reach beyond the
university to wider communities and would help dismantle the cultural barriers many learners face when
navigating classrooms and new ideas.
Our dream of a truly collaborative, supportive space for critical fashion and cultural studies now exists with
Dismantle. To date, we’ve worked with more than 60 writers, scholars, artists and activists on nearly 200
articles and reached tens of thousands of readers. We continue to expand, always brainstorming new
ways to share innovative learning tools inside and outside of academia. And who knows: we might even
try our hands at writing another sitcom in 2022.

About Us
Sara is a writer and educator whose work has appeared or is forthcoming in Hippocampus Magazine, Buckmxn
Journal, Catapult, Vox, BuzzFeed Reader, The Outline, and more. She teaches fashion and cultural studies at
Pacific Northwest College of Art where she leads the fashion studies minor. Sara lives in Portland, OR with her
steady fella of many years and two rascally cats. Elise, after years of teaching sociology and gender studies,
left academia to pursue other avenues for creative education and outreach. Most recently, she channeled her
love for Mary Poppins and worked as a governess during the pandemic. Originally from Louisiana, she splits
her time between New Orleans and Merida, Mexico, with her partner and their sweet dog, Peligrosa.

Elise (in orange) and Sara (in green)
playing 60s dress-up in grad school
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A hazy selfie from a more recent reunion on the Oregon coast
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Self-Guided Classes
Easy to follow courses on
topics ranging from why
representation matters, to
the politics of fashion.

All created by experienced
educators and scholars.

Downloadable
Learning Resources
Ebooks, presentations, and
videos – everything you will
need to keep learning and
dismantling!

Live Webinars
A more interactive
experience. Learn directly
from professors, activists,
and artists working in
fashion, popular culture
and social change.

Dismantle Education Presents

A SELF-GUIDED WRITING COURSE

FOR SCHOLARS & ADVANCED PROFESSIONALS

Learn how to write to engage
a wider audience, share your
research, and get paid!
Learn more at

$115*
*discounts available for Dismantle Magazine Patreon members

