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Hello!
We’re writing to let you know about an exciting new resource. Dismantle is an online magazine that frames fashion
and popular culture as tools for creative identity exploration, activism and social change. We build bridges between
academic and public cultural studies through articles, workshops, courses, a Patreon community and more. We
offer opportunities for scholars at all levels—from established professors to undergraduates—as well as activists,
artists, and authors to develop and publish their cultural criticism in a supportive, collaborative environment. And
(brace yourself) we pay our writers!
Our central goal with Dismantle is to create a space to do the work of cultural studies in and out of the formal
classroom. The reason for this is twofold. First, the changing nature of higher education means that many of our
colleagues no longer call the university home. In this climate, having Dismantle as a place for intellectual community
has been life changing. But even further, we want to challenge the old boundaries between academia and activism
to create an inclusive space for everyone invested in critical, engaging feminist fashion and pop culture analysis.
Dismantle has become an online space for everyday scholars, and we would love to see you, your colleagues, and
your students here too.
What We Offer (see enclosed flyers for more details, and please post or share them!):
● Paid writing opportunities! Our in-depth, collaborative editing process brings scholarship to a broad
audience.
● Your Public Voice online workshop. This 4-week workshop helps scholars transition from writing for other
academics to writing things the world will read. We take you from framing an idea to crafting a pitch to
developing an article draft. The next session begins in January!
● IRL Workshops. Bring us to your organization! We are experienced educators and speakers who regularly
lecture and facilitate workshops on public writing for scholars, as well as a wide range of topics related to
the politics of representation and critical fashion studies.
● Patreon Community (https://www.patreon.com/dismantlemag) for as little as $3/month. Our Patreon
is an active, supportive community space for discussing fashion, culture, writing, and social change.
● Content to use in your classroom. We’ve heard from professors and teachers across the US and beyond
who have found that our articles are engaging and accessible ways to spark complex conversations.
● Coming Soon: an extended selection of online courses and supplementary curriculum materials
Feel free to contact us with any questions!
Sincerely,
Sara Tatyana Bernstein, PhD (sara@dismantlemag.com)
Elise M Chatelain, PhD (elise@dismantlemag.com)
Editors and Co-Founders of Dismantle Magazine

Our Story
When Sara Tatyana Bernstein and Elise M. Chatelain were working towards their PhD’s in Cultural
Studies at UC Davis, they had this weird habit of collaborating on all of their projects, and looking for
ways to move from ideas to action. One beloved feminist theory professor dubbed them the “endearing
oddballs” of her seminar because they insisted on doing everything together, and on—err—creatively
interpreting their assignments. Upon earning their doctorates and beginning to teach they quickly learned
a few things: 1. They loved working with college students 2. They were passionate about the potential for
critical studies in the arts, humanities, and social sciences to produce real social change, and 3. They
would always be oddballs in academia.
So, they started imagining different ways to do cultural studies—ways that would reach beyond the
university to wider, intersectional communities, that would help dismantle the cultural barriers many
learners face when navigating classrooms and new ideas, and hopefully along the way would create an
organization that remunerated creative and intellectual labor.
Their dream of a truly collaborative, supportive space for critical fashion and cultural studies now exists.
They’ve worked with more than 40 writers, scholars, artists and activists on over 100 articles and reached
tens of thousands of readers. And they still do their best work together. Since graduate school, in addition
to creating Dismantle, the two of them have worked together on numerous research projects and
publications, on topics ranging from feminist pedagogy to the relationship between geography and youth
culture.
Sara is a freelance writer whose work has appeared on Vox, Catapult, The Outline, Inside Higher Ed, Full
Stop, in Fashion, Style and Popular Culture Journal, Critical Studies in Fashion and Beauty, Dress, and in
several collections of scholarly essays. After spending 15 years circling the U.S., working strange jobs
and collecting advanced degrees, she landed back where she started—in Portland, Oregon. In addition to
writing, she teaches and leads the fashion studies minor at Pacific Northwest College of Art; and with her
steady fella of many, many years, likes to ride bikes and invent new toys for their cats.
Elise, after several years of teaching sociology, women’s studies, and cultural studies in a university
setting, decided to leave academia to pursue other avenues for creative education and outreach. She
now works as an academic coach and private tutor in addition to her work at Dismantle. Originally from
Louisiana, Elise currently splits her time between New Orleans and Merida, Mexico, with her “husband”
(i.e., her partner of almost 17 years), their imaginary dog Klauss, and a real cat named Gatita that they
share with their friends.
Email: Sara@dismantlemag.com, Elise@Dismantlemag.com
Facebook: @DismantleMag
Twitter: @DismantleMag
Instagram: @DismantleMagazine
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Dismantle Magazine Presents a 4 Week Online Workshop

YOUR PUBLIC VOICE
Write to Engage a Wider Audience, Share Your Research, and Get Paid!

Who This Workshop is For
Professors who want to deepen their commitment to
public scholarship.
Contingent Scholars who’d like to keep their research
alive and make money at the same time.
Recent Graduates looking for alternatives to traditional
academia
Anyone who wants to engage a wide audience in their
scholarship

THE
INSTRUCTORS
Sara Tatyana Bernstein,
PhD and Elise M. Chatelain,
PhD are the co-founders of
Dismantle Magazine. They
created Dismantle to be an
accessible, engaging forum
for research in critical
fashion, popular culture, and
cultural studies.
Transforming scholarship
into engaging magazine
articles that reach a broad
and diverse audience —
that’s what we do every day!
Sara has also written for
Vox, Catapult, The Outline,
BuzzFeed Reader, Inside
Higher Ed, and more.

What You'll Do
Structure an article for a general
audience outlet
Craft a pitch that will get editors’
attention
Find venues that welcome public
scholars
Participate in facilitated writing
workshops
Get 1-on-1 time with the
instructors

Join Us!
Cost: $400.00
Patreon subscribers: $350.00
Classes combine real time and
self-paced modules
Email sara@dismantlemag.comto
enroll or ask questions!

NEXT SESSION RUNS JANUARY 6-30, 2020

As editor at Dismantle, Elise
has worked with dozens of
writers from academic
backgrounds to help their
brilliant ideas shine in a web
magazine format.

BRING OUR
WORKSHOPS TO
YOU
Topics Include:

Sharp
Objects

